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Our newsletter starts off with our 2014 Christmas celebration and a memorable 
one it was. There were several presentations. Fr. Patrick received his pin as our 
Spiritual Advisor. His induction was back in September 2014.  Yvonne Lewandoski 
was presented with the Bellelle Guerin Award by President Carol and Lea Colbeck, 
Winnipeg Diocesan President. Deacon John Mackenzie was presented the 
Certificate of Merit for his 17 years of diaconal service to St. Augustine’s Parish 
and the community. 
 

                
 
After a very delicious meal catered by Shirley, we were dazzled by a young 
magician, Holden Lumbard, son of CWL member Kelly Lumbard. Even Fr. Patrick 
got in on the excitement when he volunteered or was volunteered to take part. 
He was a good sport and managed to survive with his head intact. 
 

           
 
Arlene did an excellent job organizing the entertainment. We wonder what is in 
store for the June wind up!                                                                                                   



                                                                                                                                               
 

 
 
 

      
 

           
 
The Provincial Council Day of Celebration was held at St. Kateri Tekakwitha Parish 
in Winnipeg on February 14th. Eight CWL members attended and shared in the 
Blanket ceremony. An aboriginal elder spoke of the symbolism of the tepee and 
the spirit and body of a woman; and the 4 directions relating them to the life 
journey of women. What an inspiration it is to share in the culture of our sisters!  
 
Also in February, Fr. Patrick spoke at the general meeting about his life and his 
journey to the seminary. Did you know that he became a Catholic as an adult?  
 
 
 
 

In January, CWL member, Eileen Suski celebrated 
her 80th birthday and was honoured with a tea held 
by her family and served by CWL members.  

In March, St. Augustine’s Parish honoured 
Deacon John with a tea served by CWL 
members, in celebration of his retirement. It 
was well attended by parishioners and 
members of the community including Larry 
Maguire, M.P. for Brandon –Souris.  



 

 
 

        
 
Also in March, CWL members served lunch at the Parish Family Retreat given by 
the Myriam Sisters.  
 
In April, the CWL coordinated the reception for the First Communion recipients 
and their families. Special booklets were purchased by the CWL. Shown in the 
photos are Sr. Therma, President Carol and Fr. Patrick presenting gifts to the First 
Communicants. Ann Kamann and Leona Smithson are shown serving cupcakes 
and dainties. Yum! 
 
 

                           
 
April was a very busy month for the Parish and the CWL! 
 
 
 

In February, the CWL led the Stations of the Cross. 
The script used was from the perspective of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. It really tore at your heart.  

At the March general meeting, guest speaker Caroline 
Slimmon from Westman Immigrant Services gave an 
informative presentation on immigration trends and 
programs available to newcomers to Brandon. Pamphlets 
were provided and questions were answered. 



                                                
 
The Winnipeg Diocesan Convention was held April 17th and 18th at St. Columba’s 
Parish in Swan River. Those attending stated it was a very positive experience.  
Con Marks from St. Anthony’s Parish in Winnipeg was elected as the new 
Diocesan President. Archbishop Richard Gagnon also attended and participated in 
the discussions. There was a workshop on writing and presenting a resolution. 
Another important topic in discussion was physician assisted suicide. This is a very 
timely subject as we know the Supreme Court ruling in February struck down the 
Criminal Code provisions against physician assisted suicide and gave one year to 
come up with a new law. Our National President Barbara Dowding , wrote a letter 
to Peter MacKay, Minister of Justice. A copy of this letter is on the CWL bulletin 
board. Have a look at this and be informed. 
 

 
 

                                                                                                      
 
On June 2 the windup banquet was held in the square with a scrumptious meal 
prepared by Shirley and her staff. We are very fortunate to have her on our 

 Ann Kamann, our Chairperson, for Resolutions and Legislation 
has kept CWL members busy writing letters to our government 
members and Prime Minister on various topics including 
physician assisted suicide, and GST on menstrual products. It is 
imperative that we be a voice not only of women but of 
Catholics and concerned individuals of Canada.  

In May, President Carol and Ann Kamann had their smiling 
faces on to sell credit card security wallets and raffle tickets. 
The proceeds will go toward the National Convention in 2018. 



“redial”! Various awards were presented and a very talented singing group 
provided entertainment for us.  
 
Awards: 
Certificate of Merit to Sr. Joan                  
 

                  
 
 
Certificate of Merit to Rita Snoeck           Maple Leaf Pin to Dianne Fox        
 

           
 
 
 
Several other members received long service pins and rose bowls in recognition 
for service –Arlene ,Pat, Dorothy ,Marlene, Diane S., Dianne F., Pres. Carol, 
Dorrine , Albertine, and Gilberte.  
 
 
 

Sr Joan used her musical gifts to  
serve in the Catholic community+ City 
of Brandon for 30 years. She was the 
last serving member of the RNDM 
who have served St. Augustine’s and 
the community for 116 years. Sr. Joan 
is now retired and living in Regina, 
Saskatchewan. Thank you for your 
dedication and talents! God bless. 



 
 
On September 26, our council hosted the Winnipeg Diocesan Council Fall meeting 
and Workshop in St. Augustine’s square. There was  an excellent turnout-70 
people. Fr. Michael Wolbaum, Spiritual advisor for the Diocesan council, spoke 
about being witnesses and opening up to new ways to evangelize. Our featured 
speaker was Dr. Mary Shariff. Her topic was “ Assisted Death in Canada. What is 
the Legal Landscape?” This was very informative. She gave us the history and 
what is happening in other parts of the world. The workshop on “Setting up an 
Effective Letter Writing Campaign”was excellent and very timely as we all need to 
continue to make our voices heard by those who make our laws. Congratulations 
to Albertine Moran for chairing a very successful Fall Workshop. 
 
  

 

Our entertainment for the evening 

Stephanie Kehler was the recipient 
candidate of the $ 500.00 CWL 
scholarship. Stephanie presented her 
essay at our September meeting. 
Congratulations Stephanie and all the 
best in your studies! 



President Carol is presented with the Maple Leaf Service Pin and certificate. This was all done is secrecy 
so it came as a BIG surprise to our president. Thank you for your dedication and direction as our 
president.  
 
 

                                                  
 
Other info and highlights: 

 A visiting shut ins committee was formed called CWL Connect 

 Our prayer shawl ministry was expanded to include people other than CWL 
members- request forms are on the CWL bulletin board  

 CWL funeral lunch teams continue to prepare many lunches  

 CWL members coordinated a potluck supper for National Week for Life and 
Family , and hosted receptions Confirmation and First Communion 

 CWL purchased 2 highchairs for little folks at our parish functions 

 CWL member Marie Roy passed away this year 

 Our council has 127 members and 4 Life members 

 4 members attended the National Conference held in Vancouver in August 
 
Christmas is just around the corner and the end of my 2 year term as your 
Communications Chair. I have enjoyed my time in this position. God bless!    
- Patti Anderson 
 
 

A joyful and blessed Christmas to all! 

 



 

 


