
NEWSLETTER OF ST. AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY COUNCIL: APRIL-JUNE 2016 
 
Our council has had a busy three months. We have served 6 funerals, including those for members Nellie Dunn and 
Dorrine Pugh. We served the reception for First Communion on April 16, at which time President Arlene presented gifts of 
rosaries and prayer cards to 44 young people who celebrated their First Communion.  
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Several of us attended the WINNIPEG DIOCESAN CONVENTION April 22/23 hosted by St. Theresa Parish. One resolution 
was passed: Extending Coverage of Insulin Pumps and Supplies to Manitobans of All Age, and will be taken to the 
Provincial Convention. The Executive Council presented the updated Policy and Procedure Manual for the Winnipeg 
Diocesan Council. We sang a blessing over Fr. Michael Wollbaum, Spiritual Advisor for the Diocesan Council, who is 
celebrating his 20th Anniversary of Ordination this year. All present participated in 3 ‘S’Mores’ Workshops, Mentoring, 
Ethical Guidelines, Dealing with Conflict in Order to Reach a Win-Win Solution facilitated by Faith Anderson, Rolande 
Chernichan, Con Marks, Janet Brunger, and Lea Colbeck.   
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
President Arlene, Provincial First Vice, Albertine, Past Pres. Carol and Deacon John drove to Snow Lake to attend the 
KEEWATIN-THE PAS CONVENTION April 30/May 1. There are 5 councils in this Diocese. We were warmly welcomed by 
our northern sisters. Saturday was devoted to a day of ‘S’Mores’ Workshops, the Opening mass and banquet. Provincial 
Council’s First Vice President, Albertine Moran, presented Ella Nogier with her Life Membership. Ella received her pin 
from her daughter, Jacqueline Nogier, Life Member and National Council’s Resolutions Chair. The business meeting was 
held on Sunday. They passed a resolution: Environmentally Responsible Solutions for the Collection and Disposal of 
Grain Bags and Agricultural Plastic Waste Products, which will go to Provincial Convention. They installed their newly 
elected Executive Council under President Lucille Rossington.  
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
ST. BONIFACE DIOCESE held their convention on April 30 as well. Rolande Chernichan, President-Elect of the Manitoba 
Provincial Council, received her Life Membership. They passed a resolution: Canada Food Guide, which calls for regular 
revisions of the Canada Food guide using evidence-based guidelines. 

 



On May 7 the CWL hosted the reception for Confirmation, (pictures below) and President Arlene gave gifts of rosaries and 
prayer cards to 52 young people. On May 14, we hosted the parish pot luck supper to celebrate the National Week for Life 
and the Family.  On May 18, under the leadership of Judy Cancade, Spiritual Development Chair, several of us participated 
in an evening of reflection on Divine Mercy. On May 27, the Feast of St. Augustine of Canterbury, our council participated 
with several other parish groups, in a fund-raising event for the Refugee Committee. Members baked cookies and sold 
them, and raised $92.00 for the effort. 

                       
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
On May 28/29 The MANITOBA PROVINCIAL COUNCIL held its 68th Annual Convention at Christ the King Parish in St. 
Boniface. The convention began on Saturday with the opening mass and Reaffirmation of Officers, followed by the 
banquet. The business sessions were on Sunday. The three resolutions mentioned above under each Diocesan 
Convention, were passed, and will be presented to the National Council. Susan Bernier, chair of the 2018 National 
Convention Planning Committee, oversaw the draw for the raffle. Susan reported that 85% of the books were sold, and 
we will likely do another raffle next year. Mary Margaret Patterson, Provincial Community Life Chair, had a display set up 
regarding the RE-Dress Project which relates to missing and murdered aboriginal women. She gave us all red paper 
dresses, and we were to tell a woman that is missing something about how we feel about her being missing, and then 
hang the red dress on the tree set up for the event.  
Speakers included the following: Patricia Guylay gave a very animated and informative presentation about Catholic 
Missions in Canada, stressing the needs of the northern and mission communities (some in our own backyard). Keynote 
Speaker was Rita Chahal, Executive Director of the Manitoba Interfaith Immigration Council (Welcome Place). Welcome 
Place is able to provide temporary housing for 30 government-sponsored refugee families (up to 100 people at one time) 
with the goal being to help them achieve independence. In a normal year, they help up to 500 people. She brought a 
guest, a Syrian woman who spoke about her and her husband’s experience as refugees, how they got to Canada, and their 
life now.  
We were blessed to have our National president, Barbara Dowding, as special guest and workshop facilitator. Barb is Vice 
Chancellor for the Archdiocese of Vancouver. Her motto is ‘Here I am God. Use me.’ She spoke about the National Theme, 
One Heart, One Voice, One Mission: Hospice and Palliative Care. This theme was inspired by Pope Francis’ encyclical, the 
Joy of the Gospel. She asked us to use our voices for caring, loving, and speaking out to government. She reminded us 
that in life and in death, we belong to God alone. We need a Marian style of church; when we look to Mary we see the 
virtues of strength and tenderness, prayer and action, justice and mercy. Pope Frances reminds us of the need for 
tenderness, forgiveness, and fidelity. Our family, including our parish family, is to be a sign of community, love, and 
forgiveness. We are links in the chain of life; we all have what we need to fulfill the purpose for which God created us. 
Barbara spoke about the art of accompaniment; it begins with service to the other, spending time with the other. Bellelle 
Guerin, our first president, said: ‘Working together we strive to ignite a blaze of unity, charity, generosity, openness, 
hospitality and faith in The League, The Church and society.’(Paraphrased). 
Bev Eilers, President of Virden Council invited us to the 69th Provincial Convention to be hosted by Sacred Heart Parish, 
Virden, on June 3rd and 4th, 2017. 
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___________________________________________________________________________ By Re-Dress Tree    
On June 5, President Arlene and Christian Family Life Chair Bernice Lewis laid a wreath at the Veterans’ Cemetery for 
Decoration Day.             



ST. AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY JUNE WIND-UP 
 
Our Banquet and Awards night was held on June 7. We had several guests including Provincial President, Faith Anderson, 
Winnipeg Diocesan President, Con Marks, Winnipeg Diocesan President- Elect, Rose Anne Seymour, and National 
Convention 2018 Chair, Susan Bernier, and 6 sisters and one husband from Virden. Everyone enjoyed a lovely dinner with 
new caterer, Jody. Three of our four Life Members were in attendance: Beatrice Gross, Suzanne Kiazyk, and Albertine 
Moran, plus Life members Faith and Susan. Dolores Blanchard sent her regrets, as did Bellelle Guerin sister, Jacqueline 
DeCorby. Yvonne Lewandoski, Bellelle Guerin recipient, was present. President Arlene was unable to be with us because 
she had become a new grandmother that morning. Congratulations Grandma Arlene, and many blessings to Beatrice 
Kathleen Elves! 
Past President Carol was President Arlene’s representative and brought greetings as well as presenting the awards to the 
members. Winnipeg Diocesan President Con presented Carol with a Certificate of Merit, a thank you to our council for 
hosting the Fall Meeting and Workshop in September 2015. 
Pins presented included: new member pin to Julie DeRoo, 10 year pin to Leona Smithson, 40 year pins to Rose Hercun, 
Yvonne Lewandoski and Ella Olson. Members not present who were to receive pins included new members, Claudette 
Smith and Rita Snoek; 10 year member Laurel Willis; 50 year member, Yvette Cancade. 

                  
 
Certificates of Merit were presented to Gerard and Laura Bohrn, Jason Cross, and Diane Fox.  

                                                                
 

  The highlight of the evening was the presentation of the Bellelle Guerin Award to Barbara Hamm by Faith Anderson and 
Con Marks. Barbara, nominated by the council, served many years on our council and at least 8 years on the Diocesan 
Council. Barb related that she went into Winnipeg by bus, and communication was by Post. She served as Corresponding 
and Recording Secretaries, Christian Family Life and Spiritual Development Chair. She continues to serve, singing in the 
funeral choir, collecting the Stamps for Leprosy which she began years ago, and praying for us all. Congratulations Barb, 
from your CWL Sisters. Special thank you’s go to Joyce Shewan and Sally Scaletta, Organization co-chairs, who did a 
fabulous job of arranging this special celebration, including raising over $126.00 for the Refugee Committee by selling 
tickets for a surprise box, won by Elsie Ray. 

               



SUDS AND SPUD FUND-RAISER 
 
On Thursday, June 16, our council, under the leadership of Joyce Shewan Ann Kamann, and Sally Scaletta, hosted a very 
successful Bud and Spud Fund-Raiser at the Canad Inn. Proceeds of $3000.00 were raised and presented to St. Augustine’s 
Refugee Committee. Thanks go out to all the people/businesses that donated items for the Rainbow Auction, and to 
Michael Malazdrewicz and Darlene Twerdochlib who shared their musical talents with us.  
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CWL SCHOLARSHIP 

 
On Wednesday, June 22, President Arlene Elves, accompanied by Carol MacKenzie-Gruber, drove to Souris to attend the 
Souris High School graduation ceremonies. At the ceremonies President Arlene presented our annual scholarship of 
$500.00 to Christine Punay, a parishioner of St. Mary’s Parish, a mission of St. Augustine of Canterbury Parish. Christine 
will be attending our September mass and pot luck on Sept. 6, 2016 to read the essay that she submitted with her 
scholarship application. Congratulations Christine. We pray God’s blessings upon you as you enter Brandon University. 

   
 

ST. AUGUSTINE’S SCHOOL ACADEMIC AWARDS 
 

On Wednesday, June 29, President Arlene and Organization Co-chair Sally attended St. Augustine’s School closing 
ceremonies and presented approximately 20 children from grades 5-8 with their academic awards, and a prayer card of 
Our Lady of Good Counsel. The School thanked Sally for a donation made in memory of her husband, the funds which 
purchased the gong shown below.  Sally had the honour of being the first to ‘sound the gong.’ 

                  
  

We have received information that the RNDM’s have established an endowed scholarship/bursary in honour of our sister 
in The League, Sr. Joan Miller. The Dr. Joan Miller Scholarship/Bursary in Classical Piano will provide $3,000.00 annually 
to classical piano performance students. More detailed information is in the Brandon University Alumni Magazine. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Have a blessed summer. See you at the pot luck and meeting on September 6, 2016, mass at 5:30! 


