
THE CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE OF CANADA 
ST. AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY COUNCIL 
NEWSLETTER FOR JULY-SEPTEMBER 2016 

 
July was a quiet month for our council with the ladies serving supper for a pilgrimage group, and serving two 
funerals. 
August was a little busier with 6 of our council attending the National Convention in Halifax. They were our four 
Life Members, Beatrice Gross, Suzanne Kiazyk, Dolores Blanchard, and Albertine Moran, and Sally Scaletta and 
Carol Mackenzie-Gruber who was blessed to be a Winnipeg Diocesan Council accredited delegate. Following are 
some of the highlights of the convention. 
 On Sunday morning some members went on a tour to the Northshore to Acadian country. Some of us 
participated in the AmazinGrace through the wet streets of Halifax, wearing bright green t-shirts. Pictured 
below is Deacon John participating in the AmazinGrace. Several of us attended the ‘Resolutions Dialogue’ led by 
Resolutions Chair, Jacqueline Nogier, Life Member of Keewatin-The Pas diocese. She explained the resolutions 
process, and told us that 15 resolutions from across the country had been submitted to National with 5 of them 
making it to the floor, one of which was from Manitoba. 

            
 Following that was the opening of the convention of the World Union of Catholic Women’s 
Organizations, held in conjunction with our convention. This convention began on Sunday, and ended on 
Monday afternoon. The theme was ‘Women of Mercy United in One Heart, One Voice, One Mission’. Velma 
Harasen, a past national president (and Saskatchewanian) is Vice President of the North American region and 
Board Member. 
 Also present were a number of Board members of WUCWO. Maribeth Stewart, Vice President General 
of WUCWO, and Board member from the U.S., spoke about her work at the U. N. on behalf of WUCWO which 
involves such goals as protection of the family, children not for sale, education of women and girls, and misuse 
of language to disguise the true intent of a statement, for example “women’s health-abortion”. 
 President General of WUCWO, Maria Giovanni Ruggiero, spoke on mercy, specifically ‘Hope and mercy 
meet in God’s love’. (See pictures above) 
 The opening mass was held at the historic St. Mary’s Cathedral Basilica. Following mass, several church 
and local dignitaries welcomed us. Of note, many of these people are active Catholics including the Premier of 
Nova Scotia, Steven McNeil, brother of Danielle McNeil-Hessian, a former president of The League, and Michael 
Savage, Mayor of Halifax, who grew up in a strong Catholic family. Barbara Dowding, National President, 
officially called the convention open. 

                      
   
Keynote speaker on Monday was Sr. John Mary, a member of Sisters of Life, and head of the community based 
in Toronto. This order, formed in the U.S. 25 years ago, was invited to Toronto by Cardinal Collins. Sr. John Mary 
shared her vocation story; in addition to the 3 usual vows of poverty, chastity and obedience, members of her 



order take a fourth vow of ‘Protection of Human Life’. She said her vocation was nurtured in her family and in a 
sense in the CWL, as her mother is active in her CWL council, and the CWL supports Sisters of Life in Toronto. 
More detailed information regarding these speakers can be found on our national website. Pictured below are a 
variety of photos from the convention. 
 

                       
 

                
 
Keynote speaker on Tuesday was Fr. James Mallon, pastor of St. Benedict’s Parish in Halifax. Some of you may 
have seen Fr. James on EWTN—he has had a programme on Grandparents and on spirituality. He has written a 
book called Divine Renovation. Fr. James’ talk was entitled ‘I Am A Mission On This Earth’. He told us that the 
church has an identity crises. We do not have a mission; We Are A Mission. 
There are four fundamental stances the Church can take with the world; accommodation, opposition, 
withdrawal and engagement. In accommodation, the Church adapts itself to the culture and culture changes 
over time. What is wrong does not become right just because the majority believes it. Accommodation is bad. 
Opposition: this stance is ‘a circle the wagon’ stance in which everything in the culture is seen as bad. But God 
is not oppositional in nature, He is relational. Opposition is bad.  
Withdrawal: this is the stance of no stance. It reduces the Church to a club which only looks after its own. Fr. 
James says this is the commonest stance these days. It is bad. 
Engagement is good—we are in the world but not of the world. We are the salt of the earth. We are meant to 
make a difference. The key is evangelization, not self-preservation. We are called to be joyful missionary 
disciples to bring others to Jesus.  
Fr. Mallon challenged the CWL to look at the way it does business. How can we be an engaged organization? 
Are we more committed to our mission or our methodology, that is, do we seek to change the world or do 
things as we have always done things? He left us with much food for thought. 
 
On Wednesday, Sr. Nuala Kenny spoke on Bill C14—or Medical Assistance in Dying. She spoke about reasons 
people want this assistance, and where the issue stands at the moment. She says the bill has nothing to do with 
end of life care. For more information on this presentation, please reference the CWL web site. 
 
Five resolutions were brought to the floor and after some debate, were passed. They are: 
2016. 01 Equal Access to Permanent Resident Status, an Amendment to the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act  
2016.02  Eating Well With Canada's Food Guide 
2016.03  Warning Labels on Food and Drug Products for all Inactive Substances and Additives 
2016.04  Amend the Canada Health Act to Identify Palliative Care as an Insured Health Service 
2016.05  Amend the Canada Health Act to Include Home Care as an Insured Health Service 
Detailed information regarding these resolutions, and their action plans can be found on the CWL web site. 

http://cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/01-Ontario-Provincial-Council-Equal-Access-for-Permanent-Residence-an-Amendment-to-the-Immigration-Act.pdf
http://cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/02-Manitoba-Provincial-Council-Eating-Well-With-Canadas-Food-Guide.pdf
http://cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/03-Newfoundland-Warning-Labels-on-Drugs-and-Food-Products.pdf
http://cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/04-Resolution-on-Palliative-Care-2.pdf
http://cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/05-Ontario-Provincial-Council-Amend-the-Canada-Health-Act-to-Include-Home-Care-as-an-Insured-Service.pdf


A motion was put forth to ‘Establish a National Voluntary Fund for CNEWA’. The motion was carried. 
  
Wednesday afternoon saw elections of officers for the next two year term. Our new National Executive are: 
President, Margaret Ann Jacobs; President Elect and Organization Chair, Ann Marie Gorman; First Vice-
president and Education and Health, Fran Lucas; Second Vice-president and Chair of Communications, Shari 
Guinta; Secretary-Treasurer, Janet Mclean; Past President, Barbara Dowding; Resolutions, Joan Bona; 
Community Life, Betty Colenari, Christian Family Life, Doreen Gowans; Spiritual Development, Jacqueline 
Nogier; Legislation, Nancy Simms. 
 
The new theme for 2017-2018 was introduced by Margaret Ann Jacobs. It is “Inspired by the Spirit - Women 
Respond to God’s Call”. 
 
The Convention officially ended with mass and the closing banquet. We were blessed to be entertained by The 
Men of the Deeps from Cape Breton. Below is a picture of the Manitoba contingent to the convention, and the 
Men of the Deeps. 
 
August ended in bidding farewell to our Spiritual Advisor of the last two years, Fr. Patrick Neufeld, who was re-
assigned to St. Columba Parish in Swan River. President Arlene presented Fr. Patrick with a basket of goodies 
from the council. See picture below. 
 

               
 
September began with a mass/potluck supper/meeting on September 6. This included the presentation of our 
scholarship to Christine Punay of St. Mary’s Parish, Souris which Past President Carol did in the absence of 
President Arlene who was in Victoria for the wedding of her son. Kay DePass and P.P. Carol presented a 
Certificate of Merit to Liz Shewchuk. On September 23/24 Carol, Corresponding Secretary for the Diocesan 
Council, and Barbara Hamm, our most recent Bellelle Guerin recipient, drove to Swan River where Inga Rau, a 
long-time member of St. Columba’s CWL Council and a former Diocesan president, received the Bellelle Guerin 
award from Winnipeg Diocesan Council President, Con Marks. Barbara and Inga served on the Diocesan Council 
in the late 1970’s, and had not seen each other for 35 years. It was a joyous reunion for the two of them. Carol 
and Barbara were also pleased to have supper with Fr. Patrick on the Friday evening. 
 

        
 
 


