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The New Year opened with our first meeting on January 3 with the Reaffirmation of the Executive. John 
Houlihan, paramedic and a member of our parish, gave a presentation and demonstration on the use of 
Automatic External Defibrillators.  
Several members attended Life’s Vision Banquet on January 14. The focus of the talks was on physician 
assisted death. 
The quilters of the League began planning for the creation of a lap quilt in response to the National 
Council’s Centenary Committee challenge. Dianne Fox, Mary Lou Simms, and Joyce Shewan have worked 
diligently, and with much love and care to create a quilt which will be finished soon. 
As a fun event, several members began taking painting classes under the tutelage of our own Liz 
Shewchuk. Classes were held in February, and March, and more are planned. Those who are taking the 
classes are truly enjoying it and are amazed at how well they are doing. 
We sadly bade farewell to our sister Louise Begyn who died on January 23. Her funeral was held at St. 
Augustine’s on January 30. 

 

                              
   
On February 11, 8 members attended the Provincial Council’s Day of Celebration held at St. Peter’s 
Parish, Winnipeg. Key Note speaker and workshop leader was our National President, Margaret Ann 
Jacobs whose workshop centered on our National Theme for the next two years, Inspired By The 
Spirit—Women Respond To God’s Call. Ann Kamann and Carol MacKenzie-Gruber were amongst the 
fortunate few who had their names drawn to have lunch with Margaret Ann. 
 

    
 
Marlene LeGal, Resolutions Chair, spear-headed a letter writing campaign to the Manitoba Provincial 
Government regarding the 2016 Diocesan resolution calling on the government to make insulin pumps 
available to Manitobans of all ages. 23 members sent letters to 5 ministers. As well, we handed out over 
300 Pornography Hurts postcards to the parishioners to mail to Jody Wilson-Raybould, Minister of 
Justice. 



Several members who regularly visit immigrant families attended a workshop at Westman Immigrant 
Services. Valentine cards were sent to our shut-in members and Easter cards will be sent too. This is an 
effort to keep in better contact with our sick and shut-in sisters. 
 
On March 3, we participated in the annual World Day of Prayer Service, this year held at Central United. 
The service was written by the World Day of Prayer Committee of The Philippines, with the theme of 
‘Am I Being Unfair To You?’ Members of the local Filipino community, including our own Sr. Therma, did 
a presentation on their country. Afterwards we all gathered in the church hall to enjoy a delicious 
pineapple upside down cake. One of the things we learned is that the Philippines is the third largest 
exporter of pineapple in the world. 
 

                  
Then on March 14, a shortened version of the service was taken to Valleyview PCH, as is our custom. 
 
Also in March we began a 6 week fun activity with several members getting fit with Zumba Gold classes. 
If this is for the ‘golden’ agers, we wonder what the regular Zumba classes must be like! 
 

            
 
On March 17, our council led the Stations of the Cross using the booklet ‘Mary’s Way of the Cross.’ 
We hosted a retreat for 65 catechists, and each month a member is providing lunch for those attending 
the Deanery Meetings. 
We have also sold all 70 raffle booklets assigned to us by the National Councils’ Convention 2018 Fund-
Raising Committee. Congratulations, Sisters! You are an awesome bunch of women. 
 
Upcoming events will include presenting gifts to the RCIA, First Communicants and Confirmands in April; 
the Winnipeg Diocesan Convention on April 21 & 22; the St. Boniface Diocesan Convention on April 29, 
the Keewatin-The Pas convention on May 6 & 7, and the Provincial Convention in Virden on June 3 & 4. 
 
We are holding a SudsSpuds fundraiser on Thursday, May 4. Tickets are $20.00. Plan to get them soon. 
The June Wind-Up is Tuesday, June 6. Get your tickets to attend this awesome event, and celebrate your 
Sisters in the League. 


